LEGISTATIVE ACTION CONFERENCE
The MSFSA delegation went to Capitol Hill on March 3, 2009 to meet with Congresswoman Chellie Pingree, Congressman Michael Michaud, Senator Susan Collins, and Senator Olympia Snowe.  We were very fortunate that our representatives made time in their busy schedule to meet with us this year.  We were very excited about the positive feedback we got in Washington, DC.  We have not always received positive spirit in the past years.  As you all know, this year is time to reauthorize school nutrition programs

Our 2009 issue paper asked for more funding for all school meals, they have actually asked for .35 more.  Our legislators know that the school nutrition programs need more funds.  They understand how hard all of us are working to provide a healthy nutritious lunch and breakfast.  We explained to them about indirect costs and how hard it is for schools today to stay in the black.
Schools across the country are adding students to the free lunch program daily because parents are losing their jobs.  These students get two meals daily of good nutrition.
The second issue is to improve nutrition standards, ending the time and place rule.  The Department of Agriculture needs to implement a consistent, science-based national interpretation of the Dietary Guidelines for all school meals reimbursed by USDA.  For example, children in California have the same nutritional needs as the children in Maine.

I would like to thank the Maine School Food Service Association for allowing the legislative team to attend the 37th Annual Legislative Action Conference.  There were over 700 attendees at this years conference.  I would also like to thank Denise Kupfer, President, Doris Demers, President Elect, Betty Hayes, State Legislative Chair, Debbie Works, Northeast Regional Director, Dave Tracy, Industry Representative from Hershey Ice Cream, and Helen Rankin, State Representative of Maine.  This was a great honor for our association to have Helen Rankin along with the McCain Food Representatives, Fabian Sievers and Patrick Davis with us.  I am very proud of each and every one of you for the great job you all did.  This conference is so important for our state.
If we didn’t know what was going on in Washington, DC, our programs would be in trouble.  This is where our federal funds and our commodities for the school year come from.  Industry plays a big role in state and in the political arena.
We did attend the Global Child Nutrition Foundation Gala.  The 2009 Gene White Lifetime Achievement Award went to Marshall Matz, leader advocate and attorney.  He has spent the last 38 years pursuing a wide range of solutions to childhood hunger in the United States and Internationally.

Thank You!

Respectfully Submitted,

Darlene French

National Legislative Chair

