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PROJECT SPROUT TO COMES TO MAINE

An evening with Project Sprout has been rescheduled for Thursday, March 25, 6:30 PM at St. Joseph’s College in Standish, ME after. The event was postponed in January because foul weather made for dangerous driving conditions.  

Natalie Akers, Sarah Steadman and Sam Levin, all students at Monument High School in Great Barrington, MA, did not know what they were getting into when they approached their guidance counselor three years ago about planting a garden at the school. They had no idea that their project – initially just a desire to grow food, share it with the community, and spend more time outside – would lead to the creation of a sustainable, 12,000-square-foot (and growing), student-run organic garden used by kindergarteners and high school seniors alike. In the process, Project Sprout has raised over $30,000, built lasting relationships among fellow students and community members, and inspired countless people from Massachusetts to Italy. The garden supplies the school cafeteria with fresh produce and provides donations to local food pantries and shelters. Natalie and Sam will be joined by Kurt Alles, Annalena Barrett, and Ben Fish, current leaders of the project, to share the challenges, shortcomings, and triumphs their project has faced so far, along with what new difficulties lie ahead. They will be available to answer questions and address concerns about starting similar community projects.  

The Project Sprout presentation is sponsored by the Saco Valley / Lakes Region Food Policy Council, an independent group of citizens determined to improve food security in MSADs #6, #55, and #61. A $3 donation is requested to help the students cover travel expenses.  Refreshments will be provided by Bon Appetit of St. Joseph’s College. For more information, please contact Richard Rudolph at 642-5161 or rrudolph@fairpoint.net.  

